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LALC entrepreneurship and the opportunities for greater 
inclusion in new economies that mobilises the Aboriginal land 
estate to ensure survival on country in a climate changing 
world. 
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Lecture overview

 1. Introduction – research focus 
 Land rights and Aboriginal economic development 
 Aboriginal economic development – conflicted agendas? 

 2. LALC enterprises – four key periods + cross-cutting themes
 LALC estate and renewable energy potential 

 3. First peoples involvement in clean energy transformation
• Rights Framework – individual and collective. 

• FPIC
• access and affordability 

• Justice – enabling participation, structural support for 
Aboriginal economies.

Aboriginal Land Rights in NSW. 
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Note: 2023 panel only includes stronger forms 
of rights i.e. it does not show non-exclusive 
native title.  Images by Francis Markham. 

LALC enterprise schema 

shifting public policy 
emphasis 

Cross 
cutting

Dominant activity Periods 

Environm
ental services 

C
ultural services 

Service delivery role 
Land regeneration 

Funded ALC enterprises and land purchase1983-1998

LALC enterprises supported by land sale1999-2009

convening pow
er 

Individual &
 

collective 

LALC land and development, tourism and 
hospitality

2010-2022

LALC land assets and aspirations integrated 
in regional planning and infrastructure and 
structural economic change

2022-Present
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Literature on Indigenous views of prosperity.

Four conceptual categories (Thomassin et al, 2020), 

Relational and holistic 
perspective

Economic diversity 
approach

First peoples capital 
and entrepreneurship

Market-based 
perspective

Adapted framework drawing on fieldwork:

Market economy 
Hybrid economy 
Socially and culturally embedded economies (First Peoples capital 
and enterprise)
Alternate economies 
Cultural economy  

All of these concepts 
are at play in LALC 
enterprises 

Competing ideas to realise Aboriginal development

Market economy (Pearson, 
Langton)

•‘The essential ingredients for 
business success – reward, 
incentive – are absent in 
communal enterprise and it is 
no wonder they routinely 
fail’ (Pearson 2000, 89).

•Agreements with large 
corporations in remote 
communities can best delivery 
jobs, secure community 
infrastructure, uplift and 
mobilization into middle class 
job market. 

Hybrid economy (Altman)

•… embraces Indigenous 
economic logics within 
capitalism, that is the co-
constitution of the society and 
economy and the significant 
role that indigenous economic 
logics and social values play in 
shaping contemporary forms 
of socio-economy.

•Hybrid 
economies recognise there are 
social as well as material gains 
from engaging with capitalism 
through a process where 
Indigenous social forms 
condition introduced elements 
of the market economy.

Socially and 
culturally embedded economies 

(Polyani)

•critique of modernisation and 
development premised on the 
narrative of an all-powerful 
capitalism that transforms 
non-capitalist socioeconomic 
forms

•… challenge some of the 
common assumptions about 
modernity and the workings of 
market capitalism;

•An altogether different view of 
capitalist transformation 
emerges that considers the 
role people and communities 
play in shaping their futures by 
pursuing their own notions of 
development.

Alternative development & post-
capitalism

• Alternative and post-capitalist 
economies, utopian and left 
futuristic thinking, critical 
development theory, decolonial 
and anti-development 
discourse and transition 
discourses (future oriented 
ecological politics). 

Solidarity economy / Social 
and solidarity economy 
Pluralist economies 
Community economies 
Circular economy 
Sustainability / green 
economy 
Reparative economic 
democracy 

•Living well
Wellness economy

Cultural economy

•community identified values that 
guide development

•Kinship, relationality 
•Interface with market economy 
enabled by government

•Spiritual care
•Country care
•Land ethic
•Regenerative
•Generate wealth for 
distribution among community

•Protect Culture and heritage
•Care for Elders 
•Sustainability
•Responsibility
•Reciprocity
•‘deep history’; multi-
generational thinking -
honouring the past; 
regenerating the past to 
survive in the present.
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Map of Aboriginal land holdings and claims in NSW

Granted lots under ALRA
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Potential land estate
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Current & future land estate Current land estate 

(MW)(km2)(MW)(Km2)
207,557.258,302.2911,177.20447.09NSW 

Solar potential areas (km2)
Direct Normal Irradiation in NSW and study areas – most NSW (including all study areas) is covered by areas DNI ≥1,000 kWh/m2

Direct Normal Irradiation (DNI) – all 
study areas receive high DNI to generate 
solar energy. 
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Location of wind potential areas and wind speed (m/s) 

Source: 
AEMO
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Total Area (km 
sq)

REZ

20983.5191Central West

PercentageArea (km sq)

0.26%54.67Granted

2.60%545.63Incomplete

0.06%12.22Withdrawn

0.81%168.95Refused

0.00%0.11Pending

Total Area (km 
sq)

REZ

15083.4946New England REZ

PercentageArea (km sq)

0.26%39.87Granted

2.08%313.46Incomplete

0.04%5.52Withdrawn

0.93%140.69Refused
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Total Area(km 
sq)  

REZ

31869.51115South West

PercentageArea (km sq)

0.01%2.10Granted

2.88%918.51Incomplete

0.00%1.53Withdrawn

0.32%102.77Refused

0.00%0.02Pending
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• Reintroduce the funding stream for 15 years at 7.5% of the state land tax 
revenue from 2025-2040 to establish an Aboriginal Land Council Climate 
Change Investment Fund (CCIF). 

• Fund pre-feasibility and feasibility studies; start up capital for projects. 
• Government establish target of renewable energy projects on 

Aboriginal land in each REZ
• Support a mid-scale renewable energy projects on Aboriginal land 
• Establish an Aboriginal Climate Change and energy transition research 

centre
• Build community capacity and to support local level responses
• Fund research team and advisors to: design LALC energy systems 

based on LALC identified priorities, values and aspirations; build 
capacity and prepare labour force. 

• Preparation 2024-2025:  
• commence work supporting LALC led discussions about how they 

want to engage – undertake research assessing renewable capacity 
and suitable land with respect to their landholdings and priorities; 

• Create resources for LALCs build knowledge among LALCs to 
participate in energy transition and emissions reduction

• NSWALC and LALCs collaborating at regional levels develop climate 
change action plans, including  how they will manage their assets 
impacted by climate change, impact of climate change on cultural 
sites and landscapes and land assessments. 
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