
 

 

CBA Forum 2026 Program - Tuesday 8th September 2026 
 

8.15 Registration, Arrival Tea & Coffee 

8.45 – 9.00 
Welcome Address  

Robert Smith, Event Chair, ESA NSW Branch 

9.00 – 9.45 
BCA in the USA: Recent Developments and Future Challenges 

Professor Lisa Robinson, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

9.45 – 10.30 
Update and Overview of NSW Treasury Guidelines 

Georgina Collins, Director, Centre for Economic Evidence, NSW Treasury 

10.30 – 11.00 Morning Tea  

 
Stream A: Energy  

(Rm Main) 

Stream B: Practical Policy  

(Rm 45.02) 

Stream C: Culture 

(Rm 46.06) 

11.00 – 11.45 Embedding Carbon in CBAs 
James Logie  

(Infrastructure NSW) 

Opportunities/challenges of 

wellbeing valuation: CBA of 

family & relationship service 
Tomas Berry, Dennis 

McCarthy (The CIE) 

Balancing the Books  
Andrew McDougall  

(SGS Economics and 

Planning) 

 

11.45 – 12.30 Valuing energy 

interventions: a CBA 

framework? 

Ben Cirulis, Gurkirt Singh 

(Dep of Climate Change, Energy, 

the Environment and Water )  

Analysis to Influence - 

Policies on a Page 

Samuel Miller  

(NSW Farmers) 

Partnering with Aboriginal 

Community Controlled 

Organisations on 

economic evidence  

Laura Faulkner 

NSW Treasury 

12:30 – 1.30 Lunch 

 
Stream D: Other 

(Rm 46.02) 

Stream E: VSL & Options 

(Rm 45.02) 

Stream F: Extreme Heat 

(Rm Main) 

1.30 – 2.15 Plugging EVs into transport 

CBAs Values  

Martin Chow  

(Endgame Analytics) 

New guidance on Valuing 

Health and Safety in CBA  

Jo Whatley (NSW Treasury), 

Simon Fifer (CaPPRe) 

Am I getting hotter? 

Finding social benefits in 

home upgrades 

Clarabel Chong, Angus 

Chapman (SGS) 
 

2.15 – 3.00 The Cost and Benefit of 

Being a Young Economist 

(WEN and YEN) 

Valuing flexibility with real 

options analysis - rethinking 

electricity network 

investments for data centres  

Elaine Luc, (HoustonKemp) 

Too hot to model? Adding 

extreme heat to CBAs 

Cindy Smith, Darcy McLeod 

(Deloitte)  

3.00 – 3.30 Afternoon Tea 

3.30 – 4.10 
Spreadsheet whispering: how to build trusted models in an AI age 

Ian Bennett (PwC Australia) 

4.10 – 4.45 

PANEL: The Art and Science of CBA: finding the balance 

Panel - Cindy Smith (Chair), Chelsea van der Merwe (Infrastructure Australia) Georgina Collins 

(NSW Treasury) 

4.45 – 4.50 
Close 

Robert Smith, ESA NSW Branch  

5.00 Post Event Drinks & Networking – Roof Top Terrace 
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